CHAPTEE V

THE PREPARATION OF THE AUSTRIAN-
ULTIMATUM

THE assassination of Franz Ferdinand and his wife
$iook Berchtold out of his undecided hesitating attitude
of the past. It determined him to use the crime as a good
excuse for clearing up the unsatisfactory situation with
Serbia and for putting an end once and for all to danger
to the Dual Monarchy from the Greater Serbia propaganda
and the Russian intrigues against Austrian influence in the
Balkans. For months and years past there had been a
growing conviction among certain groups at Vienna that
the political situation was becoming dangerous and intoler-
able for Austria in the Balkans. Serbia, as a result of the
Balkan Wars, had grown greatly in territory, population,
and pretensions. The Greater Serbia movement was gather-
ing strength and received support from the growing nation-
alist movement among all the South Slavs living under
Hapsburg rule. In the spring of 1914 there were rumors
that Serbia and Montenegro were to be fused together.
This would give Serbia an outlet on the Adriatic and
threaten the existence of the struggling infant Albanian
State, and so endanger the arrangements by which Austria
had sought to protect herself against the Slav danger on
her southern borders. Rumania could no longer be counted
upon as a reliable ally, and the Rumanian irredentist
agitation in Hungary was as violent as ever. It was sus-
pected that a Serbo-Rumanian-Greek Balkan League was
being secretly encouraged by Russia, and was only waiting
for the favorable opportunity afforded by the death of the
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